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Ice breaker:  How did you feel when you were first rejected by a friend or sweetheart? 
 

Read John 6.60-71. 
 

1. Look back at 6.54-46.  What teaching are Jesus’ followers finding so hard to 

accept? 
2. Why do you think Peter and the other disciples decided to stay with Jesus? 

3. How does this relate to verse 65? 
4. Have you ever shared your faith with someone only to find that person offended 

by what you said?  How did you respond? 
5. In the message, Jeff said that the word for “offend” is the verb skandalizo, which 

means to stumble.  In what way do you think the Gospel is a stumbling block to 

others?  (Look at 1 Corinthians 1.23 and the surrounding verses to get a sense of 
how the apostle Paul saw it.) 

6. How does taking offence weaken the church? 
7. Look at the story of Jesus and his disciples at Caesarea Philippi in Mark 8.  What 

parallels do you see between these passages?  What differences? 
 
For further reflection: 

• What sayings or claims of Jesus do you find it hard to accept? 

• What other passages in the Bible do you struggle with? 

• How do you bring these matters to God when you pray? 

• Have you known anyone who stopped following Jesus?  How did that person’s 

action affect you?  And how does that relate to verse 65? 

• How do people today twist Jesus’ words into their personal agendas?  How have 

you been tempted to do so? 

• Do you know anyone who wears a cross simply as an ornament?  How might you 

communicate to that person about the power – and the scandal – of the cross? 

• Pray about how you can share Jesus as the only way of salvation in a winsome 

manner. 


