
 
 

 

Getting Started... 
• When you think of “Judgment Day”, what comes to 

your mind first?  Is it something you fear?  Relish? 
• When have you been hungry, thirsty, a stranger, in 

need of clothes, sick or imprisoned, and someone 

reached out to you?  How did it feel? 
 

Going Deeper... 

• Read Matthew 25.31-46.  Sometimes this is called 

a “parable”.  Do you think it is a parable, or just a 
story? 

• Had you been one of Jesus’ disciples hearing this 
story for the first time, how would you have felt 

when you heard it?  Confused?  Fearful that you 
were a goat?  Inspired to serve the kingdom?  Or 
disappointed because Jesus would not be coming 
back as a ‘real’ king? 

• On what basis does Jesus say people are divided 
into sheep and goats? 

o Eany-meany-miny-moe? 
o Their beliefs? 
o Their actions? 

o Their character? 
o Their treatment of others? 

• If you have ever looked at this story before and 
thought that your entrance to heaven or hell would 

be based on the actions in the story, how do you 

feel knowing that this is a judgment that will take 
place after the decision on your destiny has been 
made?  Read Ephesians 2.8-10 for reassurance. 

• Read Romans 14.10; 2 Corinthians 5.10; and 1 

Corinthians 4.4-5.  What do these verses have in 
common? 

• There are several views of the identity of “these 
brothers of mine”.  Some say it could be anyone 

with a physical need, or the Jews, or all Christians.  
A reading of the passage in light of the whole New 
Testament suggests it refers to all Christians, 
particularly because of the way Jesus uses the 

term ‘brothers’ in the gospel of Matthew.  Does 
that mean we are “off the hook” when it comes to 
caring for the poor?  Why or why not? 

• In what way is this passage a call to love one 
another in the church?  Read 1. John 4.7-21. 

 
Taking the next step... 

• If Jesus were to come today and evaluate your life, 
how well would he say you have ‘cared for him’? 

• How would you rate your LifeConnect Group for 
taking care of each other when someone is hurting 
or in need? 

• Take some time in silence when you pray to 

confess your sins personally to God – those things 
you have done, and those things you have not 
done.  Then read 1 John 1.9 together as 
assurance. 
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