
To start… 

• True or false:  Accumulating wealth by hard work, good 
investments, or ‘chance’ is always a sign of God’s 
blessing.  Why? 

• How do you feel when you are low on money and when 
you are flush with cash? 

• Have you ever been accosted by a panhandler?  How 
did you react? 

• How do some rich people explain the poverty of the 
poor? 

• Think of a past mistake you deeply regret.  How does 
the memory affect you? 
 

Going deeper… 

• Read Luke 16.19-31.  How does this story reveal the 
rich man’s lack of concern for Lazarus (vv. 19-21)? 

• How would you account for the rich man’s indifference 
toward Lazarus? 

• How do the lives of the rich man and Lazarus compare 
on earth (vv. 19-21)?  After death (vv. 22-24)? 

• Does this story teach that Lazarus experienced 
heavenly bliss because of his earthly poverty? Explain. 

• Did the rich man experience torment simply because he 
had been wealthy on earth?  Explain. 

• Contrast the rich man’s accessibility to Lazarus in life 
and death (vv. 20, 23, 26). 

• What does Abraham ask the rich man to do (v. 25)? 

• Why does God not send messengers from the dead to 
warn us (v. 31)? 

• How is verse 31 prophetic? 
 
Applying the text… 

• Why did Jesus’ resurrection fail to convince people of 
his day, and why does it still fail to convince people 
today? 

• If we choose to listen (v. 31), what are Moses, the 
prophets, and this story saying to us? 

• Has this message and study changed your view of hell?  
How? 

• In the message, there was a distinction made between 
choosing a life of sin and choosing hell.  What was that 
distinction? 

 
Taking the next step… 

• Are you more like Lazarus or the rich man?  If you’re not 
happy with your choice, what steps can you take to 
change? 

• Again, who in your circle of acquaintance could you 
share your faith with?  Pray that God will open that 
person’s heart to hear the good news. 

• Again, who, with whom you’ve shared about Jesus, 
could you invite to your LifeConnect Group, or to 
worship? 

• Again, give thanks for the person or people who “fished” 
for you.  Pray that God will help you honour that person 
or those people as you “fish” for someone else and work 
to depopulate hell. 
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